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LINDSAY YAP enjoys a
weekend getaway in a
newly revamped property
N Siem Reap.

've always loved staying at smaller

hotels. I feel more like a guest (and

more like I'm on vacation!) rather

than one of hundreds jostling in

buffet lines and swimming pools.
During my recent stay at the 80-room
FCC Angkor, 1 was reminded of that
wonderful feeling

The Stay
This historic pr'\pcrt\‘ recently went
through a makeover and 1s now managed
by AVANI Hotels & Resorts Its vibrant and
beautifully decorated while maintaining
plenty of old charm: it was once the home
of the French colonial governor and
then 1 hn oreign Correspordents’ Club.
I was pleasantly surprised al how quiet
and peaceful it was despite being in the
middle of the city.

| staved in a Deluxe ('”.m;r:v;xrd room
looking out to the saltwater pool, The
room was nicely spacious for two, with a
a-;[cf"l décor of warm hues, whitewashed

valls and wooden furnitare. 1 loved
the geometric floor tiles, which were

replicated on the bathroom feature
walls. Sliding aside the louvred French
doors behind the bed revealed a prety
marble countertop with a copper sink,
and a walk-in shower and toilet at the
sides. Special touches around the room
included a vintage typewnter and rotary
dial phone (yes, a working one!), paying
tribute to the propertys past. Outside the
room was a small porch with a table and
two chairs.

Not sure where to visit in town? The
hotel concierge can offer suggestions a nd
help you organise activities. from a tour of
.~.ngl\m Wat to a cruise on the Tonlé Sap



Eats & Drinks

Breakfast is served each day at The
Mansion, the hotels all-day restaurant
lacated in the original governor’s
mansion. (You can aiso choose to
have it sent to your room.) On my
first morning, 1 decided to sit at The
Mansions outdoor space overlooking
the street and Siem Reap River. The
menu has everything you'd want

including cereal, pancakes, eggs and the
works, along with local dishes such as
Khmer rice porridge. Dishes are made
to order, and you can order as many
items and mix and match as you like (I
ge, eggs and pancakes!).
f Danishes was also brought
to the able for me to choose from. As |
dug into my yummy breakfast, | looked
out onto the street, and watched people
and twh-tdes go by

[he Mansion serves lunch and dinner
too, and they're equally as good. My
recommended starter is the southern
fried chicken wings, while my favourite
main was the sea bass fillet served with
Lyonnaise potatoes and a Grenabloise
sauce — well cooked and beautifully
flaky. There’ a nice selection of desserts,
too, including créme bralée, sticky date
pudding and passionfruit sorbet. 1f you
enjoy your drninks, drop by Scribe, the
hotel bar that whips up cocktails, craft
beers, wines and sharing plates
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Temple Time
What’s a trip to Siem Reap without visiting the
famous temples of Angkor? With more than 500
known buildings (and others that are vet to be
discovered), Angkor Archaeological Park sprawls
across more than 400 square kilometres. 1 chose
to do a half-day tour, giving me just enough time
to explore Angkor Wat and Ta Prohm. 1f you
want to leisurely explore all the temples, though,
you'll need to set aside more than a day

My knowledgeable and animated guide Bunna
covered everything, from the stories behind the

handcrafted wall carvings (battles between gods
and demons. and more) to other interesting
facts, such as how the temples were built. It was
great insight into the beliefs and traditions of
the Cambodian people and the countn

past




vegetarian opuons) and is known for its
fice. Aportionolthe ":|Il<l'_v PO oW .I'AE~
In e councry

Circus 'un

Want something o do after dinner:

.

you nave the chance \\"-.lll.‘l there, Nat

AISO OO mMe Lo« | eck out Loconut \l.

) nearby passageway hlied with bezutitul

N IoLAnen, S even 11 you ve 2i 'rjh'j;’n e

theres a h =4 chance difflerent one is

gr Meta!. and 1t

Shopping & Spa
Another greal I to visit s Kandal

FACT LY
Getting There: SilkAr and

r fiy deecl to Sem Rean

Angkor Tours: Contact Bunna
Ll . o .

_'_‘_Al',_'_l'l aria

LY e 10

i s sl et e 200 e e 3w i

FCC Angkor: Toc make =
LQLRIng 4 ) maore info
ASIE avaninolels.comyanak




